IO2    The Philosophy of the Conditioned.

also, for it may be considered by itself, apart
from what depends upon it. Or if time be
considered as having no beginning, thought
would still be able to represent to itself that
infinity, could it follow out the series of
antecedents for ever. But is either of these
alternatives possible to thought ? If not, we
must confess that the unconditioned is incon-
ceivable by ordinary consciousness ; and we
must found philosophy, with Schelling, on
the annihilation of consciousness.

But though Hamilton himself distinguishes
between the unconditioned and the absolute,
using the former term generally, for that
which is out of all relation, and the latter
specially, for that which is out of all relation
as complete and finished, his opponent Cousin
uses the latter term in a wider sense, as
synonymous with the former, and the infinite